
 

Growth in Population and Water Consumption
Seattle Regional Water System:  1975-2004
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While population has steadily risen since 1975,  water demand leveled off 
during the 1980's before dropping off sharply due to a severe drought in 1992.  
Since then, the combined effects of higher water rates, the 1993 plumbing 
code, conservation, and improved system operations have kept both billed and 
total consumption significantly below pre-1992 drought levels.

 
 
 

Total and Billed Consumption Per Capita
Seattle Regional Water System:  1975-2004
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Per capita water demand has fallen dramatically during 
the 1990s and early 2000s due to the combined effects 
of higher water rates, plumbing code, conservation 
programs, and (for total consumption only) improved 
system operations.

 
 



Components of Annual Water Demand
Seattle Regional System:  1975-2004
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DAILY WATER CONSUMPTION
14 Day Rolling Averages in Million Gallons per Day (MGD)
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Pre-1992 "Normal"
(1989-1991 Average)      

Post-1992 "Normal" 
(1994-2000 Average)

 168 mgd

2004

Annual
Average

Use

 149 mgd
 142 mgd

 


